MASS. 

BS10.3: 

985-989 


■ 


SIMM 


UMASS/AMHERST 


312066  0362  8935  5 


Ttii. 


IOK1 


MB 


Jj 


I  ■  ' 


BSCA1 


H. 


» 


* . .    .  ■ 


m 


•;■/■ 


v 


MB 


■  ■  ■      ■     & 

ss  ■  ■  ■  ■■ 


,^-; 


Ml      ■■ 

■       H 

I 

•   ■ 


■      ■ 


H 


f \4  ■ 


V 


■ 


„:» 


■ 


N 


1 ' 


Marie  A.   Matava 

ioner 


7         I  0^ 


z/ne   wommAmweaufo  op  %yfuz66a*Jut&efi& 


Wxectt&ve    (Juice  ot  &tc&man-  *J&¥A. 


J4C4& 


zDeAa-^meftt  of . erected  xJ&Wi 


efia 


■vices 


& 


150  "tt'oui-eiuasy  ,Jt*&e£ 
tin 


i    wen. 


:aw.    02, 


To: 


From: 


December  23,  1987 


Executive  Staff 
Regional  Directors 
Area  Directors 

ames  Bell 
Assistant  Commissioner 
Office  for  Professional  Service 


Re: 


Profile  Of  Children  Adopted  In  FY  1986 


Please  find  attached  a  statistical  profile  of  the 
children  who  were  adopted  in  Fiscal  Year  1986^.   Adoption  data 
were  gathered  by  the  Research,  Evaluation  and  Planning  Unit  from 
the  Regional  Adoption  Logs.  To  summarize: 

•  412  children  were  adopted  in  FY86,  twelve  more  than  in  the 
previous  year.  Of  the  412  children,  eighteen  were  adopted 
through  contracted  providers,  eighty-eight  through  Regional 
Adoptive  Placement  Units  (APUs) ,  and  the  remainder  were 
handled  by  DSS  area  office  staff  (Table  1) . 

Nearly  half  of  the  area  office  adoptions  (47%)  were  com- 
pleted by  twelve  area  offices.  In  rank  order,  they  are 
Worcester,  Brockton,  Fall  River,  Springfield,  Framingham, 
Lawrence,  Marlboro,  New  Bedford,  Taunton,  Gardner, 
Beaverbrook,  and  Fitchburg.  Seven  of  these  twelve  areas 
were  located  in  Regions  without  APUs. 

•  Over  half  (59%)  of  the  FY86  adoptions  involved  one  child; 
twenty-eight  percent  were  sibling  groups  of  two;  and  the 
rest  (13%)  were  sibling  groups  of  three,  four,  or  seven. 


•  At  least  two-thirds  (64%)  of  the  adoptions  were  subsidized 
in  some  manner,  i.e.,  full,  partial  and/or  medicaid  only. 


•  Nearly  three-quarters  (74%)  of  the  children  adopted  in  the 
state  were  eight  years  old  or  younger,  23%  were  under 
three;  and  29%  three  to  five  years  old  (Figures  1  and  2). 

•  Statewide,  fifty-two  percent  of  the  children  were  adopted 
by  foster  parents  and  forty-eight  percent  by  parents 
recruited  and  approved  for  adoptive  placement.  The  propor- 
tion of  foster  home  adoptions  ranged  from  31%  in  Central 
Massachusetts  (Region  II)  to  63%  in  Boston  (Region  VI) 

( Figure  3 ) . 


•  Children  adopted  into  recruited  homes  were  younger  than  the 
children  adopted  by  foster  parents.  Specifically,  fifty-six 
percent  of  those  in  recruited  homes  were  five  years  old  or 
younger,  compared  to  forty-six  percent  of  the  foster  home 
group  (Figures  4  and  5). 

•  Three-quarters  of  the  children  adopted  statewide  in  FY86 
were  white  (see  Figure  6). 

In  Regions  I  through  V,  white  children  were  the  predomi- 
nant racial  or  ethnic  group  with  regard  to  the  general, 
placement  and  adoption  caseloads.  In  Region  VI,  however, 
the  trend  was  reversed,  with  black  children  in  the  majority 


(66' 


51%,  57%  respectively)  (Table  2). 


The  same  proportion  of  white  children  were  adopted  by 
their  foster  parents  (50%)  as  by  recruited  parents  (50%). 
Black  children  were  more  likely  to  be  adopted  by  their 
foster  parents  (60%  vs.  40%);  multiracial  children  by 
recruited  adoptive  parents  (86%  vs.  14%)  (Figure  7). 

Over  three-quarters  (76%)  of  the  white  children,  seventy- 
one  percent  of  the  black  children,  and  sixty-one  percent  of 
other  minority  children  were  eight  years  old  and  younger 
when  adopted  (Figure  8). 


Forty  percent  of  the  adopted  children  were  disabled.   Of 
these,  fifty-five  percent  had  emotional/psychological 
disabilities;  seventeen  percent  were  physically  disabled; 
and  twelve  percent  were  handicapped  in  other  ways.   Another 
twenty-seven  percent  had  multiple  (two  or  more)  disabil- 


i  ties, 


emotional,  physical  and/or  other.  (Figure  9) 


I  Eighty  percent  of  the  adoptive  parents  were  married 
couples . 
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